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REVIEWS. 


The chromo-lithographs in the book are good, and an excellent index 
concludes a volume, which we, without hesitation, commend as a strong, 
thorough, and well-considered treatise upon a theme which must ever 
continue of vast importance to the practical surgeon, and which still in¬ 
cludes problems of interest to be solved. S. A. 


A Treatise on Diphtheria, Historically and Practically Con¬ 
sidered; including Croup, Tracheotomy, and Intubation. By 
A. Sanne, Docteur en Medecine, Aocien des hftpitaux de Paris. Trans¬ 
lated, Annotated, and the Surgical Anatomy added. By Henry X 
Gill, A.M., M.D., LL.D., late Professor of Operative and Clinical Surgery 
in the Medical Department of the University of Wooster, at Cleveland, O. 
8vo. pp. xxxi., 656. St Louis, Mo.: J. H. Chambers & Co., 1887. 

This work of 656 pages deserves to be accepted as a standard by the 
teacher, the student, and the thoughtful practitioner. The author, who 
was a student of Bartbez and Trousseau, and, therefore, could not fail 
to be interested in the subject of diphtheria, has fully availed himself 
of his unusual opportunities for the study of that disease. The work is 
so comprehensive and each of its divisions so interesting that any attempt 
at a complete review would result in the writing of a treatise. But very 
few of the most important points can, therefore, be noticed. 

The author holds, and we think rightly, that the morbid action in so- 
called membranous laryngitis (croup) and in pharyngeal diphtheria, are 
identical, “ only its effects vary with the intensity of this same action 
and with the structure of the raucous membrane in which it is developed.” 
Under the head of chemical characters of the diphtheritic membrane, 
the action upon it of various substances—the acids, mineral and organic, 
alkalies, alkaline salts, bromine, iodine, etc.—is considered, but nothing 
is said concerning that of pepsin, pancreatin, and trypsin. In passing, 
I may remark that extraordinary statements have been recently made 
concernin'? the solvent action upon diphtheritic membrane of a sub¬ 
stance called papoid. Interesting statistics are given to show that 
tracheotomy is never the cause of thoracic complications. This \ held 
to be proved by the fact that the greatest number of cases of br racho- 
pneumonia and pneumonia are found at autopsies made on the fin it and 
second days after the operation, an interval supposed to be too short for 
the development of the lesions. This important subject demands further 
study. Ur. SannG criticises the observations of Boucbut and Labadie 
Lagrave with reference to the frequency of diphtheritic endocarditis, 
and holds with Parrot that this complication is very rare. 

The interesting statement is made that the author has not known a 
single case of diphtheritic albuminuria to become chronic. Another 
peculiarity of this form of albuminuria is that it is not accompanied 
with dropsy, as in scarlatina, and is explained by Sanne to be due to the 
fact that in diphtheria, as a rule, but one kidney is attacked, while, in 
scarlatina, as a rule, both are involved. In 224 cases of diphtheritic 
albuminuria he observed but 7 cases of dropsy. 
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The following statement is difficult to understand: “ When paralysis 
becomes general we are often confronted by grave symptoms, such as 
excessive prostration, continual tossing,” etc. Muscular prostration, in 
eases of general paralysis, is understood, va sans dire, to use the language 
of SannG, but “ continual tossing ” is hard to conceive of under such cir¬ 
cumstances. 

The chapter on the nature of diphtheria contains much of interest. 
The author does not believe that the disease is. at the beginning, local 
and that the system is poisoned by absorption from the primary focus, 
but holds that it is an affection which is “ totius substantia, primarily 
general.” 

The words “ infection ” and “ infectious ” are often used in this work 
to imply malignancy. For example, on p. 370, “ its infectious nature is 
also proved by the gangrene, the adenitis, the albuminuria, and the 
paralysis.” As the term is used in English such facts have nothing to 
do with proving infection. 

The sections on treatment, medical and surgical, form a prominent 
feature of this work, but the want of space forbids more than the state¬ 
ment that they are unusually full and comprehensive. 

In view of the fatal cases of poisoning by potassium chlorate that 
have been reported by Jacobi, Hofmeier, and others, a word of warning 
should have been given concerning the careless use of this drug. 

A few words with reference to the work of Dr. Gill, the translator 
and annotator of this work. He has supplied an important defect by 
adding a short section on intubation, which appears, in its proper place, 
at the end of the work. There seems to be no good reason why the 
section on the surgical anatomy of tracheotomy, also added by Dr. Gill, 
should not have been placed in the same situation instead of at the 
beginning of the book, where it is certainly out of place. 

Dr. Gill deserves the thanks of those who are not familiar with French 
for making this book accessible to them. The laborious work of trans¬ 
lation has been, on the whole, well performed, but is marred by certain 
inaccuracies which should be expunged from the next edition. For 
example, ecole de medecin, p. 44; societe medical, p. 51 ; ecchemoses and 
ecchemotic, p. 79, whereas ecchyraosis is correctly written on pp. 106 and 
112. Buhl is persistently written Buhl. The word “concretion” is 
frequently used to signify membrane, being a too literal translation of 
the French concretion. The same word is used instead of clot on p. Ill 
where “ fibrinous concretions in the right heart ” are spoken of. The 
expression, “ atmosphere of connective tissue,” on p. 133 is not to be 
commended. The word “only ” is often used for “except,” the result 
being to render some sentences almost unintelligible to those who are 
accustomed to correct English. For example, “ thus it (gangrene) is 
not encountered only in the most severe forms.” “ It does not pass in a 
perceptible manner into the saliva only when given in quite large doses.” 
It is a question whether the annotations would not appear to better 
advantage in foot-notes than in the following manner: “Tender age 
should be an absolute contraindication (true),” p. 397. “ It is not suffi¬ 
cient from one fortuitous success that therapeutics be authorized to use 
dangerous and depressing means (hive syrup is the same thing),” p. 397. 
This is very obscure and reminds one of the line from an old play, 
“ Egad, the interpreter is the harder to understand of the two.” 

KO. CIXXXIX.—JANUABT, 18S8. 5 
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A more careful reading of the proofs will enhance the value of a 
second edition. Until that appears, and perhaps afterward, readers of 
French will have recourse to the original. F. P. H. 


Public Health. The Lomb Prize Essays. Award made at the Thirteenth 
Annual Meeting of the American Public Health Association, Wash¬ 
ington, D. C., December 10, 1885. With an Appendix. Second edition. 
Svo. pp. 19G. Concord, N. H., 1886. 

1. Healthy'Homes and Food for the Working Classes. By Victor 

C. Vaughan, M.D., Ph.D., Professor in the University of Michigan. 

2. The Sanitary Conditions and Necessities of School-houses and 

School-life. By D. F. Lincoln, M.D., of Boston, Mass. 

3. Disinfection and Individual Prophylaxis against Infectious 

Diseases. By George M. Sternberg, M.D., Major aud Surgeon 

U. S. Army. 

4. Preventable Causes of Disease, Injury, and Death in American 

Manufactories and Workshops, and the Best Means and 

Appliances for Preventing and Avoiding them. By George 

H. Ireland, of Springfield, Mas3. 

The four essays which make up this volume were selected as the best 
out of many offered in competition for the prizes offered by Mr. Henry 
Lomb, of Rochester, !N. Y., through the American Public Health Asso¬ 
ciation, for practical papers on the subjects presented. The volume has 
been prepared in its present handsome and durable style, which is uni¬ 
form with the annual volumes of the Association, for public and private 
libraries, but a cheap pamphlet form has been printed, and is sold at a 
nominal sum, in order to secure a wide distribution. The object of these 
essays 13 to present in clear and attractive form reliable information upon 
practical topics of value to all classes of society, but of especial impor¬ 
tance to school children and the working classes, aud thereby to educate 
the masses in useful sanitary truths. 

The first essay on Healthy Homes and Food for the Working Classes, by 
Dr. Vaughan, which comprises by far the largest part of the volume, 
describes clearly, without going into unnecessary detail, the features of 
a healthy dwelling-house, and the various substances which constitute 
wholesome articles of food. The first section gives sensible advice with 
respect to the principles and rules to be observed in building a home. 
Directions are given for selecting the location of the house, for the plan, 
materials, and manner of its construction, for heating and ventilation, 
for the water supply, disposal of waste, and also for the care of the 
house. Hints on buying or renting a house have not been omitted. 

The second section, on healthy food, has been treated briefly, though 
without omitting anything of practical value, and forms a common-sense 
exposition of an important subject which generally is too scientifically 



